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fined shall be subordinated under a higher
general notion (which, of course, is always
put into substantive form), a special mark
being added. In this way adjectival and ver-
bal contents under the process of definition
lose their natural form and position, which
they would retain if the same plan were pur-
sued as in plain people's awkward but more
correct attempts at definition. It may be a
matter of comparative indifference whether
one says that, Disease is any departure of the
body from its normal state, or prefers to say
that, A living ~body is diseased ivhen it is not
in this normal state; but the latter definition,
in which what can not exist save as the state
quality of something else appears as an ad-
jective, and is distinctly annexed to the sub-
ject in which alone it has its being, is formally
the more correct and the more suitable. Tho
we may affirm that, Elasticity is that property
of bodies by which they return to their orig-
inal form, the proposition, A body is elastic
when it does this, is unquestionably to be pre-
ferred; for the first form plainly contains
the germ of a metaphysically false conception
sure to be developed out of such use of terms?
namely, the conception of a property, which
is nothing else than the denotation of an ef-
fect, as the efficient cause or productive means
of that effect. Mathematics and Physics, to
which almost all that still remains of true and
fruitful logic has betaken itself, have adopted
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